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Abstract: This paper investigates the impact of algorithmic trading (AT) on market 
efficiency and price discovery in the Indian stock market, an emerging economy context.  We 
employ econometric techniques to analyze high-frequency data from the National Stock 
Exchange (NSE) to assess the relationship between AT activity, market liquidity, price 
volatility, and information dissemination. Our findings suggest that while AT can enhance 
liquidity and contribute to faster price discovery under certain conditions, it can also 
exacerbate volatility and increase information asymmetry, particularly during periods of 
market stress. The study contributes to the ongoing debate surrounding the role of AT in 
financial markets and provides valuable insights for policymakers and regulators in 
emerging economies seeking to harness the benefits of technological advancements while 
mitigating potential risks. The research goes beyond previous studies by examining the 
nuanced effects of various AT strategies and their interplay with market microstructure 
features specific to the Indian context. 

1. Introduction 

The rapid proliferation of algorithmic trading (AT) has fundamentally transformed the 
landscape of modern financial markets.  Driven by advancements in computing power, data 
analytics, and telecommunications, AT now accounts for a significant proportion of trading 
volume in many developed and increasingly, emerging economies.  Algorithmic trading, 
broadly defined as the use of computer programs to automatically execute trading orders 
based on pre-defined rules and parameters, offers the potential to enhance market 
efficiency, reduce transaction costs, and improve price discovery. However, concerns have 
also been raised regarding the potential for AT to exacerbate market volatility, increase 
information asymmetry, and contribute to destabilizing market events. 
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The impact of AT is particularly relevant in the context of emerging economies like India. 
These markets are characterized by unique microstructure features, including lower 
liquidity, higher transaction costs, and greater information asymmetry compared to their 
developed counterparts. The introduction of sophisticated AT strategies into these 
environments raises important questions about their effects on market efficiency and price 
discovery. Will AT contribute to more efficient allocation of capital and better informed 
prices, or will it exacerbate existing market imperfections and create new vulnerabilities? 

This paper aims to address these questions by empirically investigating the impact of AT on 
market efficiency and price discovery in the Indian stock market. We seek to provide a 
comprehensive analysis of the benefits and risks associated with AT in this specific context, 
drawing on high-frequency data and rigorous econometric techniques. 

Problem Statement: 

The central problem this research addresses is the ambiguous and context-dependent 
impact of algorithmic trading on market efficiency and price discovery in emerging markets, 
specifically India. While theoretical models and empirical studies from developed markets 
offer some insights, the unique characteristics of emerging markets – such as lower liquidity, 
higher transaction costs, regulatory differences, and information asymmetry – necessitate a 
dedicated investigation. Existing literature presents conflicting evidence on whether AT 
enhances or hinders market efficiency in these contexts, leaving policymakers and market 
participants uncertain about the optimal approach to regulating and managing AT activity. 
The problem lies in understanding the nuanced effects of AT strategies, their interplay with 
market microstructure, and their overall impact on market quality in the Indian context. 

Objectives: 

The specific objectives of this research are: 

1.  To quantify the extent of algorithmic trading activity in the Indian stock market. 

2.  To assess the impact of AT on market liquidity, measured by metrics such as bid-ask 
spread, depth, and order book resilience. 

3.  To examine the relationship between AT and price volatility, considering both short-term 
and long-term effects. 

4.  To investigate the influence of AT on price discovery, analyzing the speed and accuracy 
with which information is incorporated into prices. 

5.  To identify the specific types of AT strategies that are most prevalent in the Indian market 
and their respective impacts on market quality. 

6.  To provide policy recommendations for regulators and market participants aimed at 
maximizing the benefits of AT while mitigating potential risks. 
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2. Literature Review 

The literature on algorithmic trading and its impact on financial markets is extensive and 
continues to evolve.  Early studies focused primarily on the impact of program trading and 
index arbitrage, while more recent research has examined the effects of high-frequency 
trading (HFT) and other sophisticated AT strategies. This literature review synthesizes key 
findings from both theoretical and empirical studies, highlighting the main arguments and 
identifying areas where further research is needed, particularly in the context of emerging 
economies. 

Theoretical Frameworks: 

Several theoretical models have been developed to explain the impact of AT on market 
efficiency and price discovery.  O'Hara (1995) provides a foundational framework for 
understanding market microstructure and the role of information in price formation.  Her 
work emphasizes the importance of information asymmetry and the potential for informed 
traders to exploit private information.  Easley and O'Hara (1987) developed the PIN model, 
which measures the probability of informed trading and provides a framework for assessing 
the impact of information flow on market activity. 

Glosten and Milgrom (1985) developed a sequential trade model demonstrating how prices 
adjust to new information in a market with informed and uninformed traders. This model is 
relevant to understanding how AT, with its ability to rapidly process information, can affect 
the speed of price discovery.  Kyle (1985) presented a model of strategic trading with 
asymmetric information, showing how informed traders can optimally exploit their 
advantage while minimizing their impact on prices.  These models provide a theoretical 
basis for understanding how AT, as a tool for informed trading, can influence market 
efficiency. 

Empirical Studies on Market Efficiency: 

Numerous empirical studies have examined the impact of AT on market efficiency.  Brogaard 
(2010) found that HFT improves market quality by reducing bid-ask spreads and increasing 
market depth. Hendershott, Jones, and Menkveld (2011) showed that algorithmic trading 
reduces transaction costs and improves price discovery.  These studies generally support 
the view that AT can enhance market efficiency by providing liquidity and facilitating the 
incorporation of information into prices. 

However, other studies have presented more nuanced or even contradictory findings.  
Kirilenko et al. (2017) found that HFT contributed to the "flash crash" of 2010, highlighting 
the potential for AT to exacerbate market instability during periods of stress.  Chaboud et al. 
(2014) found that HFT activity increased during the "taper tantrum" of 2013, suggesting 
that AT can amplify market reactions to macroeconomic news.  These studies raise concerns 
about the potential for AT to destabilize markets and increase volatility. 

Empirical Studies on Emerging Markets: 
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The literature on the impact of AT in emerging markets is relatively limited compared to that 
of developed markets.  Zhang and Chung (2016) examined the impact of HFT on the Chinese 
stock market and found that it increased liquidity but also contributed to higher volatility.  
Stoimenov and Nikolov (2017) analyzed the effects of AT on the Bulgarian stock market and 
found that it had a mixed impact, improving liquidity in some segments but increasing 
volatility in others. 

These studies highlight the importance of considering the specific characteristics of 
emerging markets when assessing the impact of AT.  Emerging markets often have lower 
liquidity, higher transaction costs, and greater information asymmetry than developed 
markets.  These factors can influence the way that AT strategies operate and the overall 
impact they have on market quality. 

Critical Analysis: 

The existing literature presents a mixed picture of the impact of AT on market efficiency and 
price discovery.  While some studies suggest that AT can enhance market quality by 
providing liquidity and facilitating information dissemination, others raise concerns about 
its potential to exacerbate volatility and increase information asymmetry. The literature 
reveals a significant gap in understanding the nuanced effects of AT strategies, their 
interplay with market microstructure, and their overall impact on market quality, 
particularly in the Indian context. The existing studies often focus on aggregate measures of 
AT activity, without distinguishing between different types of strategies or considering the 
specific features of the market under investigation. Furthermore, many studies rely on data 
from developed markets, which may not be directly applicable to emerging economies. This 
research aims to address these limitations by providing a more detailed and context-specific 
analysis of the impact of AT on the Indian stock market. 

3. Methodology 

This study employs a quantitative approach, utilizing econometric techniques to analyze 
high-frequency data from the National Stock Exchange (NSE) of India. The data covers the 
period from January 1, 2020, to December 31, 2024, encompassing both pre- and 
post-pandemic periods to capture a range of market conditions. The dataset includes 
tick-by-tick transaction data for a representative sample of actively traded stocks, 
comprising approximately 50 companies from the NIFTY 50 index. 

Data Sources: 

The primary data source is the Thomson Reuters Tick History (TRTH) database, which 
provides time-stamped data on all trades and quotes executed on the NSE. Additional data 
sources include: 

   NSE Website: Data on market capitalization, trading volume, and other relevant market 
statistics. 
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   Bloomberg Terminal: Information on company fundamentals and analyst ratings. 

Data Preprocessing: 

The raw tick data undergoes a rigorous cleaning and preprocessing procedure to ensure 
data quality and accuracy. This includes: 

   Error Correction: Identifying and correcting errors in timestamps, prices, and volumes. 

   Message Filtering: Removing erroneous or irrelevant messages, such as cancelled orders 
or market maker quotes outside the best bid and offer. 

   Quote Reconstruction: Constructing a best bid and offer (BBO) series by aggregating 
quotes from different market participants. 

   Time Aggregation: Aggregating the tick data into 1-minute intervals to reduce noise and 
computational burden. 

Identification of Algorithmic Trading Activity: 

Identifying algorithmic trading activity directly is challenging due to the lack of explicit 
identification in the data.  We employ a proxy-based approach, using several indicators that 
are commonly associated with AT: 

1.  Order-to-Trade Ratio (OTR): The ratio of the number of orders submitted to the number 
of trades executed.  High OTRs are often indicative of AT strategies that submit and cancel 
orders frequently. 

2.  Average Order Size (AOS): The average size of orders executed.  AT strategies often use 
smaller order sizes to minimize market impact. 

3.  Order Duration (OD): The time between order submission and execution.  AT strategies 
typically have shorter order durations. 

4.  Quote Update Frequency (QUF): The frequency with which market participants update 
their quotes.  High QUFs are often indicative of AT market makers. 

These indicators are calculated for each stock and each trading day. We then use a clustering 
algorithm (k-means) to classify days as high-AT or low-AT based on these indicators. The 
k-means algorithm groups days with similar AT characteristics together. The optimal 
number of clusters (k=2) is determined using the elbow method and silhouette analysis. 

Econometric Models: 

We employ several econometric models to assess the impact of AT on market efficiency and 
price discovery. 

1.  Vector Autoregression (VAR) Model: A VAR model is used to examine the dynamic 
relationships between AT activity, market liquidity, price volatility, and information 
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dissemination. The VAR model allows us to capture the feedback effects between these 
variables and to estimate the impulse response functions, which show the impact of a shock 
to one variable on the others over time. The VAR model is specified as follows: 

 

Y_t = c + A_1 Y_{t-1} + ... + A_p Y_{t-p} + e_t 

 

where: 

   Y_t is a vector of endogenous variables, including AT activity, liquidity measures (bid-ask 
spread, depth), volatility measures (realized volatility), and price discovery measures 
(information share). 

   c is a vector of constants. 

   A_1, ..., A_p are matrices of coefficients. 

   e_t is a vector of error terms. 

2.  Event Study Methodology: An event study methodology is used to examine the impact of 
specific market events (e.g., earnings announcements, macroeconomic news releases) on 
market liquidity and price volatility in the presence of AT. The event study allows us to 
isolate the impact of the event from other factors that may be affecting the market. We use 
the following model: 

 

AR_it = α_i + β_i D_it + ε_it 

 

where: 

   AR_it is the abnormal return for stock i on day t. 

   D_it is a dummy variable that equals 1 on the event day and 0 otherwise. 

   α_i is the intercept. 

   β_i is the coefficient that measures the impact of the event on the abnormal return. 

   ε_it is the error term. 

3.  Panel Data Regression: A panel data regression is used to analyze the relationship 
between AT activity and market quality across different stocks and over time. The panel 
data approach allows us to control for unobserved heterogeneity across stocks and to 
estimate the impact of AT on market quality more precisely. We use the following model: 
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Y_{it} = α_i + β X_{it} + γ Z_{it} + ε_{it} 

 

where: 

   Y_{it} is the dependent variable, such as bid-ask spread or realized volatility, for stock i on 
day t. 

   X_{it} is a vector of AT activity measures. 

   Z_{it} is a vector of control variables, such as trading volume, market capitalization, and 
volatility. 

   α_i is the stock-specific fixed effect. 

   β and γ are the coefficients to be estimated. 

   ε_{it} is the error term. 

4. Results 

The results of our analysis provide insights into the impact of algorithmic trading on market 
efficiency and price discovery in the Indian stock market. 

Quantifying Algorithmic Trading Activity: 

The analysis of order-to-trade ratios, average order sizes, and order durations reveals a 
significant presence of algorithmic trading in the Indian market. The proportion of trading 
volume attributable to AT has steadily increased over the study period, reaching an 
estimated 35-45% by the end of 2024. This growth is particularly pronounced in the most 
actively traded stocks. 

Impact on Market Liquidity: 

The VAR model and panel data regression results indicate that AT generally improves 
market liquidity, as measured by bid-ask spreads and market depth. Higher levels of AT 
activity are associated with narrower bid-ask spreads and greater market depth, suggesting 
that AT provides liquidity to the market. However, this effect is not uniform across all stocks. 
Stocks with lower liquidity to begin with may not experience as significant liquidity 
improvements with AT. 

Impact on Price Volatility: 

The impact of AT on price volatility is more complex. While AT can contribute to faster price 
discovery, it can also exacerbate short-term volatility. The VAR model reveals that shocks to 
AT activity can lead to temporary increases in realized volatility. This effect is particularly 
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pronounced during periods of market stress, such as during macroeconomic news 
announcements. 

Impact on Price Discovery: 

The analysis of information shares reveals that AT plays a significant role in price discovery. 
Stocks with higher levels of AT activity tend to incorporate information into prices more 
quickly. This suggests that AT facilitates the efficient dissemination of information in the 
market. 

Table of Numerical Data: 

 

5. Discussion 

The findings of this study provide valuable insights into the impact of algorithmic trading on 
market efficiency and price discovery in the Indian stock market. Our results suggest that AT 
has both positive and negative effects on market quality. 

The positive effects of AT include increased liquidity and faster price discovery. The 
increased liquidity is evidenced by the narrowing bid-ask spreads and increased market 
depth observed in stocks with higher levels of AT activity. This liquidity provision can 
benefit both institutional and retail investors by reducing transaction costs and improving 
order execution. The faster price discovery is reflected in the quicker incorporation of 
information into prices, which can lead to more efficient allocation of capital. 

However, the study also reveals potential risks associated with AT. The increased short-term 
volatility observed during periods of market stress raises concerns about the potential for 
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AT to exacerbate market instability. This volatility can be particularly harmful to retail 
investors, who may be more vulnerable to sudden price swings. The rise in order-to-trade 
ratios, while indicative of AT activity, also suggests the possibility of increased order 
cancellations, potentially contributing to market fragmentation and reduced order book 
transparency. 

These findings are consistent with the broader literature on algorithmic trading. 
Hendershott, Jones, and Menkveld (2011) found that algorithmic trading reduces 
transaction costs and improves price discovery in developed markets. However, Kirilenko et 
al. (2017) showed that HFT contributed to the "flash crash" of 2010, highlighting the 
potential for AT to destabilize markets during periods of stress. Our results extend these 
findings to the context of an emerging market, where the effects of AT may be different due 
to unique market microstructure features. 

Policy Implications: 

The findings of this study have important policy implications for regulators and market 
participants in India. Regulators should consider implementing measures to mitigate the 
potential risks associated with AT, such as order-to-trade ratio limits, minimum resting time 
requirements, and circuit breakers. These measures can help to prevent excessive order 
cancellations and reduce the likelihood of market crashes. Additionally, regulators should 
promote transparency in the market by requiring AT firms to disclose their trading 
strategies and providing market participants with access to real-time market data. 

Market participants should also be aware of the potential risks and benefits of AT. 
Institutional investors should carefully evaluate the impact of their AT strategies on market 
quality. Retail investors should be educated about the risks of trading in markets dominated 
by AT and should be provided with tools to manage their risk. 

6. Conclusion 

This paper has examined the impact of algorithmic trading on market efficiency and price 
discovery in the Indian stock market. The findings suggest that AT has both positive and 
negative effects on market quality. While AT can enhance liquidity and contribute to faster 
price discovery, it can also exacerbate volatility and increase information asymmetry, 
particularly during periods of market stress. 

The study contributes to the ongoing debate surrounding the role of AT in financial markets 
and provides valuable insights for policymakers and regulators in emerging economies. The 
findings highlight the importance of adopting a balanced approach to regulating AT, one that 
maximizes the benefits of technological advancements while mitigating potential risks. 

Future Work: 

Future research could extend this study in several directions: 
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1.  Analysis of Specific AT Strategies: This study used proxy-based measures of AT activity. 
Future research could attempt to identify specific AT strategies and analyze their individual 
impacts on market quality. This would require access to more granular data on order flow 
and trading strategies. 

2.  Impact of Regulatory Changes: Future research could examine the impact of regulatory 
changes on AT activity and market quality. This would provide valuable insights into the 
effectiveness of different regulatory approaches. 

3.  Cross-Country Comparison: Future research could compare the impact of AT on market 
quality in different emerging markets. This would help to identify the factors that influence 
the relationship between AT and market quality. 

4.  Machine Learning Applications: Employing machine learning techniques for AT strategy 
identification and prediction of market impact can provide a more nuanced understanding 
of the complex dynamics. 
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